Peritoneal dialysis.
Peritoneal dialysis has now become an established form of renal replacement therapy; nearly half the patients on dialysis in the UK are treated in this way. Survival of patients is now equal to that with haemodialysis. However, long-term peritoneal dialysis (>8 years) is limited to a small percentage of patients because of dropout to haemodialysis for inherent complications of peritoneal dialysis--peritonitis, peritoneal access, inadequate dialysis, and patient-related factors. However, improvements in the understanding of the pathophysiological processes involving the peritoneal membrane have paved the way for advances in the delivery of adequate dialysis, more biocompatible dialysis fluids, and automated peritoneal dialysis. Other technical advances have led to a reduction in peritonitis. Peritoneal dialysis is an important dialysis modality and should be used as an integral part of RRT programmes.